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Abstract:

This study explores Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s engagement with the
Qur’an and Arabic literature through his poetic work West-0stlicher Divan (The
West-Eastern Divan). The significance of the topic lies in revealing the channels of
interaction between the Arab-Islamic heritage and one of the foremost figures of
Western literature, thereby contributing to a deeper understanding of Goethe’s
concept of Weltliteratur (world literature). The research aims to demonstrate how
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Goethe assimilated diverse Arabic sources—from the Qur’an to the pre-lslamic
odes and poets of wisdom such as Zuhayr and al-Mutanabbi—and transformed
them into new poetic forms marked by aesthetic and philosophical originality.
Methodologically, the study employs a comparative textual analysis of selected
Arabic passages alongside Goethe’s poems, complemented by a historical-cultural
approach to trace the translations and sources available to him, and a contextual-
critical reading of the German reception of the Divan. This combined framework
highlights the dynamics of Goethe’s text in dialogue with its Arabic sources and
underscores the role of Arabic literature in shaping his poetic and intellectual
vision.

Keywords: Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Qur’an, Arabic Literature, West-

Ostlicher Divan, Comparative Literature, Weltliteratur.
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